Animal models to assess the effects of air pollutants on allergic lung disease.
Animal models provide toxicologists with useful tools for assessing risks associated with respiratory allergy. Both the mouse and BN rat models described exhibit many of the features of human allergic asthma. It is clear that environmental contaminants can exacerbate the expression of these features. Work is under way to explore underlying mechanisms and to develop methods for applying these data to human health risk assessment.